
  

 

 
  

Acton Public, Acton-Boxborough Regional 
School Committees 

 
 

August 1, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Joint APS/AB School Committee Meeting  
followed by AB Regional SC Meeting  

followed by Joint SC Executive Session 
 

at the R.J. Grey Junior High Library 

  



ACTON PUBLIC and ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL  
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  

 
Library                             Wednesday, August 1, 2012 
R.J. Grey Junior High School               7:00 p.m. Joint SC Meeting 
                          Followed by ABRSC Meeting 
             Followed by APS Meeting 

 Followed by JT SC Executive Session  
 

 
AGENDA  

 
1.0 JT SC CALL TO ORDER  (7:00) 
 
2.0 CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION    
 
3.0 APPROVAL of  MINUTES and STATEMENT of WARRANT 

3.1   AB Minutes of: 6/28/12 JT SC Workshop, 6/7/12 JT/AB SC Meeting, 2/2/12 JT/AB SC 
Meeting, 8/2/11 JT/AB SC Meeting (addendum), 6/2/11 JT/AB SC Meeting 

 3.2   APS Minutes of: 6/28/12 JT SC Workshop, 6/21/12 APS SC Meeting, 6/7/12 JT SC 
Meeting, 2/2/12 JT SC Meeting, 8/2/11 JT SC Meeting (addendum), 6/2/11 JT SC Meeting 

 3.3   AB/APS Revision:  Addition of “List of Documents Used” to 1/24/11 JT SC Negotiations 
Subcommittee released minutes  

 
4.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION   (7:20) 
 
5.0 JOINT SCHOOL COMMITTEE BUSINESS   
 5.1  Update on Regionalization Study Committee – Xuan Kong (oral)  (7:25) 
 5.2  ALG and Acton FinCom Report – Xuan Kong, Dennis Bruce (7:30) 
   5.2.1 ALG draft minutes of 6/20/12  
   5.2.2  Next ALG meeting is Aug 9 at 7:30 a.m. 
 5.3  BLF Report – Maria Neyland (oral)  (7:35) 

 5.4  Health Insurance Trust Report – Kim McOsker (7:40) 
        5.4.1  Minutes of 6/29/12 meeting  

 5.5   Policy Subcommittee Update (7:45) 
 5.5.1   Student Fees, File: JQ – FIRST READING – Maria Neyland  

5.5.2   Gifts to and Solicitations by Staff, File: GBEBC – FIRST READING – Brigid 
Bieber 

 5.6  Staffing Update – Marie Altieri  (7:55)  
   5.6.1 FY 13 New Staff 
   5.6.2  Changes in Staffing 
   5.6.3 Staff Recruitment Forms (#4)  
 5.7  FY’12 and FY’13 Budget Update – Don Aicardi (8:05) 

  5.7.1   APS/AB FY’12 Year End Budget Closure, Don Aicardi (oral)                    
   5.7.2   APS/AB FY’13 Budget Update, Don Aicardi (oral) 

 5.8   Recommendation to Approve New Bus Lease –  VOTE - Don Aicard, JD Head   (8:15) 
    

 
APSC is suspended. ABRSC continues. 
  
6.0 ABRSC BUSINESS 
 6.1 Update on Lower Fields Project – Steve Mills (8:20) 

  6.1.1  Recommendation to Accept Funds and in-kind contributions from The Friends of 
Lower Fields (FOLF) – VOTE – Steve Mills  
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 6.1.2  Recommendations to Approve Bids on Bonds – VOTES* – Don Aicardi, Tess 
Summers  

  6.1.2.1 Press Release 7/26/12: Rating by Moody’s and Acceptance of Bids 
  6.1.2.2 Recommendation to Approve and Confirm the Sale of Series A and 

Series B General Obligation School Bonds – VOTE* – Tess Summers  
  6.1.2.3     Recommendation to ratify, confirm, approve and adopt Notice of Sale 

and Official Statement – VOTE* – Tess Summers   
  6.1.2.4    Recommendation to Authorize the District Treasurer and Chairman of 

the Committee to execute and deliver a continuing disclosure undertaking in 
compliance with SEC Rule 15c-12 – VOTE* – Tess Summers 

  6.1.2.5    Recommendation to Authorize and Direct the District Treasurer to 
establish post issuance federal tax compliance procedures – VOTE* – Tess 
Summers 

  6.1.2.6   Recommendation to Authorize the Chairman of the Committee, the 
District Secretary and the District Treasurer to take any and all actions to carry 
into effect the provisions of the foregoing votes – VOTE* – Tess Summers 

        6.1.3  Recommendation to Accept Gift of Scoreboard from Middlesex Savings Bank  - 
VOTE – Steve Mills  

    6.1.4  FYI: Concession Stand Bricks Fundraiser  
 6.2 Recommendation to Accept Donation to Academic Decathlon Team-VOTE-Steve Mills (8:45) 
 
APSC reconvenes. Joint School Committee meeting continues. 
 
7.0 APS BUSINESS - none 
 
8.0 FOR YOUR INFORMATION   
 8.1  ABRHS 
  8.1.1  Donations from Donelans’ Supermarkets, The Acton Garden Club, Middlesex Savings 

Bank, Tyndall Design Group, T.C. Lando’s, Salerno’s Restaurant, and a number of parents to 
the Science Team Olympid trip, Windowseat, the Speech and Debate team, Community 
Service Day, ASHA (ASHA is a school organization raising awareness about South 
Asian culture), the SHS Learning Center, and the Class of 2012  

  8.1.2  Discipline Report, 6/21/12 
 8.2   Food Service Welcome Back to School Letter, Kirsten Nelson  

8.3   Projected Monthly Enrollment, Marie Altieri 
8.4   Back to School: FY13 Calendar (5/13/12), Schools Open (6/13/12), Open Houses (6/12/12) 
8.5   FY13 School Committee Meeting Calendar, 6/29/12 
8.6   FY13 School Committee Subcommittee Assignments 

 8.7   Medical Emergency Response Plan re Michael’s Law of MA, Liza Huber 
 8.8   Video Monitoring System on School Buses, JD Head 
 
9.0 JOINT SCHOOL COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE SESSION (9:00) 

“to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel”, “to 
conduct strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining”, and “to conduct strategy with 
respect to litigation” 

 9.1   VOTES to Approve and Release Executive Session Minutes  
 9.2   Negotiations Subcommittee Report  
  
NEXT MEETINGS 

 AB Regional SC – Sept 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the RJGJHS Library 
 Acton Public SC – Sept 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the RJGJHS Library 

ADJOURN  (9:20) 
 
*For exact wording of motions please see packet item 6.1.2.  
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Multi-Purpose Recreational 
Complex at the Lower Fields

Bond Bid Acceptance

August 1, 2012

$1 million contribution from FOLF/Acton-
Boxborough Youth Soccer (private loan)

$275,000 from operating funds from FY’12 ABRSD 
budget

$225,000 contributed by members of FOLF 
(ABYS, A-B Pop Warner & Cheering, Acton-
Boxborough Youth Lacrosse and A-B Girls 
Youth Lacrosse)

$1.5 million in proceeds from a bond to be issued 
by ABRSD

Lower Fields Recreational 
Complex - $3 million
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Lower Fields Recreational 
Complex - $3 million
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Lower Fields Recreational Complex
Development Plan Update of 
$1.5m Borrowing Milestones

Acton Town Meeting Approval                      April 3, 2012

Boxborough Town Meeting Approval          May 15, 2012

Moody’s Rating Phone Call                         July 20, 2012

Moody’s Publishing of Bond Rating             July 24, 2012

Bond Sale                                                    July 26, 2012

ABRSC Acceptance of Bond Bids               August 1, 2012

EST-Wiring of Borrowed Funds into Capital Account

August 8, 2012
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Lower Fields Recreational Complex
Tonight’s Vote

Tonight’s motion for the vote was prepared 
by our bond counsel, Mr. Rick Manley, of 
Edwards Wildman

Moody’s ABRSD 2007 Bond Rating: Aa3

Moody’s ABRSD 2012 Bond Rating: Aa2

Lower Fields Recreational Complex
Tonight’s Vote

“Aa” - Issuers or issues rated Aa demonstrate very 
strong creditworthiness relative to other U.S. municipal 
or tax-exempt issuers or issues.

*Sizable, stable tax base and favorable demographics 
with low unemployment
*Satisfactory financial position with adequate reserves
*Manageable debt burden supported by rapid payout
*Lack of future borrowing plans as “positive credit 
factors”
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Lower Fields Recreational Complex
Tonight’s Vote

Moody's Best Quality
Aaa

High Quality
Aa1
Aa2
Aa3

Upper Medium Grade
A1
A2
A3

Medium Grade
Baa1
Baa2
Baa3

Lower Fields Recreational Complex
Tonight’s Vote

Bond counsel opined that because of the split in 
percentage of usage between public and private use of 
the fields that the bond sale would have to be split 
proportionately between taxable and tax exempt bonds. 

We received 1 (one) bid proposal for the $450,000 
General Obligation Taxable School Bonds.
We received 3 (three) bid proposals for $1,050,000 
General Obligation Tax Exempt School Bonds. 
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Lower Fields Recreational Complex
Tonight’s Vote

For each of the two bids, bid proposals have 
been listed by Total Interest Costs (TIC) from 
highest interest cost to lowest.

Tonight, the ABRSC must vote to accept “the 
lowest” TIC amount for each bond. 

1.819% TIC for $450,000 by Roosevelt & Cross

2.032% TIC for $1,050,000 by Roosevelt & Cross

Lower Fields Recreational Complex
Tonight’s Vote

Once approved, and all paperwork completed, $1.5 
million will be wired into a separate “capital account” and 
expenses related to the project will be charged directly to 
that capital account.

Therefore, expenses will be segregated from the FY13 
ABRSD operating budget.

Debt service repayment will be included in future 
operating budgets.
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Lower Fields Recreational Complex
Tonight’s Vote

Thank you.  We will be happy to answer any 
questions.





























































          
       Acton Public Schools                                                Approved 12/15/11 

                                Acton-Boxborough Regional School District                             JH/HS Early/Late Days approved 5/3/12 
SCHOOL CALENDAR, 2012-2013 

Bold Underlined Dates = No School Days 
             
Aug. M T W T F Teachers’ mtg. – Aug. 27  
Sept. 27 28 29 30 31 Schools Open – Aug. 28 
 3 4 5 6 7 No School – Aug. 31  
 10 11 12 13 14 Labor Day - Sept. 3 
 17 18 19 20 21  
 24 25 26 27 28 Rosh Hashanah – Sept. 17     
      Yom Kippur– Sept. 26   
      School Days - 20 
Oct. M T W T F  
 1 2 3 4 5 JH and HS Late Start – Oct. 1** 
 8 9 10 11 12 Columbus Day - Oct. 8 
 15 16 17 18 19 Elem Early Dismissal – Oct. 30* 
 22 23 24 25 26 School Days -  22   
 29 30 31 
 
Nov. M T W T F Prof. Day - Nov. 6 (no school/students) 
    1 2 Elem Early Dismissal – Nov. 14* 
 5 6 7 8 9 Veterans Day - Nov. 11 (holiday-Nov 12) 
 12 13 14 15 16 Half Day - Nov. 21 
 19 20 21 22 23 Thanksgiving Recess - Nov. 22-23  
 26 27 28 29 30 School Days -  18  
    
Dec. M T W T F 
 3 4 5 6 7 Jr. High. Early Dis. - Dec. 13* & 18* 
 10 11 12 13 14       
 17 18 19 20 21 Winter Recess - Dec. 24 - Jan. 1 
 24 25 26 27 28 School Days -  15 
 31         
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
*  Parent/Guardian Conferences 
** Professional Learning for Staff 
 
No School and Delayed Opening Announcements air on: http://ab.mec.edu 
TV Channels 4, 5, & 7 and radio stations WBZ, WEIM 
Delayed Opening - delayed starting time. 
School Committee Meetings: 
A-B Regional -1st Thursday, JHS Library - 7:30 PM;  
APS Local - 3rd Thursday, JHS Library - 7:30 PM (exceptions: Oct.-Mar. @ Elem. 
Schools).  Check website postings as locations may change. 

Jan. M T W T F      
  1 2 3 4 Schools Open -  Jan. 2 
 7 8 9 10 11 JH* AND HS** Early Dis. - Jan. 3 
 14 15 16 17 18 Martin Luther King Day - Jan. 21 
 21 22 23 24 25 Kindergarten Change-over -  Jan. 22 
 28 29 30 31  School Days - 21 
 
Feb. M T W T F  
     1 JH** AND HS** Late Start – Feb. 11 
 4 5 6 7 8 Presidents’ Day - Feb. 18 
 11 12 13 14 15 Winter Recess -  Feb. 18-22 
 18 19 20 21 22  
 25 26 27 28  School Days -  15 
   
Mar. M T W T F 
     1      
 4 5 6 7 8    
 11 12 13 14 15   
 18 19 20 21 22 Good Friday – Mar. 29 
            25 26 27  28 29 School Days -  20   
 
Apr. M T W T F   
  1 2 3 4 5 JH** AND HS** Late Start – Apr. 9 
 8 9 10 11 12 Spring Recess -  Apr. 15 - 19 
 15 16 17 18 19 Patriots Day – Apr. 15 
 22 23 24 25 26 School Days -  17 
 29 30     
      
May M T W T F 
   1 2 3   
 6 7 8 9 10    
 13 14 15 16 17 Memorial Day - May 27 
 20 21 22 23 24 School Days -  22 
 27 28 29 30 31     
 
June M T W T F Graduation – June 7 
 3 4 5 6 7 Last day – June 14 - 21 
 10 11 12 13 14 (depending on snow days)  
 17 18 19 20 21 School Days - 10 
 24 25 26 27 28 Total Days = 180 - 185  
       

http://ab.mec.edu/
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